Fun factor

Simulated space trips, race cars,
‘Survivor” themes, drummers
among the many options

he fun factor is out of

this world for today's

meetings, and almost
anything goes. Groups can
parucipate in their own
“Survivor” episodes, drive a
race car or take a trip to
Mars as meeting planners
stretch their imaginations to
create memorable events.

At SciTrek, Georgia's
technology adventure, the
Challenger Learning Center
used to be just for children,
but about six months ago,
the staff decided to extend
the flight-simulation experi-
ence to corporate America.
Begun as a tribute to the
Challenger astronauts sev-
eral years ago by their fami-
lies, the program now has
nearly 50 locations across
the country. SciTrek opened
its Challenger Learning
Center about a year ago.

“It's a perfect team-
building and fun experience
for corporate meetings,” said
Jane Quillen, director of
sales at Salrek.

The two-hour simulation
experience wor ks like this:
groups of 18 to 36 paruai-
pants are divided into two
teams — one team works in
Mission Control, the other
stafls the Space Station. Each
team member is given tasks
to complete; midway
through the program, the
teams change places.

“T'his way, everyone gains
an understanding of their
tasks from both sides,”
Quillen said. “People just
have a ball with this.”

If you think heading to
outer space is fun, try this on
for size. Companies are
requesting themes for meet-
ings based on television real-
ity shows. For instance, one
group is having a “Survivor”
meeting, complete with fire.

“The client wanted us to
pick a place where we could
have the flame,” said Cyn-
thia Alford, managing direc-

tor with Destination South
USA. “This is really going to
be a fun meeting.”

Other fun meeting ideas
include laser tag, go-carts
and floating on the Chatta-
hoochee; extreme adven-
tures like flight-seeing tours,
whitewater rafting or hang-
gliding; or more sedentary
activities such as trivia com-
petitions, name-that-tune
and building projects.

Several groups have built
race cars or other vehicles
out of cardboard and duct
tape as a way to solidify a
team. Alford’s company calls
this activity “AutoBond,”
and it frequently includes a
high-profile race-car driver
who also talks about team-
work and motivation.

Chateau Elan Resort in
Braselton provides fun
options for meetings of all
sizes. It is markeung its cor-
porate and incentive pro-
grams as “Grape Meetings.”
People can participate in
golf scrambles, night golf
shootouts, golf-cart derbies,
interactive cooking classes,
wine-making workshops,
wine and barrel tastings,
tennis mixers, spa
workplace-stress escapes,
intergroup vineyard hay-
rides, equestrian apprentice-
ships and the Panoz High-
Performance Driving and
Racing School.

Recently, Destination
South USA worked with sev-
eral other vendors on a new-
product introduction with
an upbeat twist. The com-
pany brought in African
drummers to help deliver
the marketing messages
about the product.

“High-energy events like
this can be very memora-
ble,” Alford said. “The sky's
the limit in planning a fun
event. Just remember to
consider the skill level and

demographics of the people |

who will be attending.”
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NONSTOP SERVICE FROM ATLANTA TO
GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND ON AIR TRAN

AND DELTA AIR LINES!

Do you want a quick getaway for yourself, your
clients or your company?

Pizazz All-Inclusive Package - from *125.00 per person, per day
Rooms only (no meals or drinks) - from *77.50 per room, per day’

WE MADE IT EASY TO BOOK!
Book your airline ticket direct with Air Tran or Delta then book your rooms online at
www.crowneplaza.com/golfandcasino or call 1-800-2CROWNE

€ CROWNE PLAZA

GOLF RESORT & CASINO
AT THE ROYAL OASIS

Use group code EXA for Alinclusive room rates
Use group code EXE for room only (no meals or drinks)

If booking 10 or more rooms, please feel free to contact our U.S. sales office
at (410) 263-6346 or call the hotel group sales office direct at (242) 350-7000
WEBSITE: www.crowneplazagrandbahama.com
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